A SHORT HISTORY OF THE BRITISH ARMY
prisoners, apart from the 1,600,000 finally surrendered, and
accounted for 16,000 guns and 1,400 tanks; though never itself
numbering more than twenty-eight divisions ; it had fought with
eighty-two enemy divisions and .completely destroyed twenty-two
of them. Ten British and four Canadian infantry divisions (British
3rd, 14th, 15*, 43rd, 4gth, 50*, sist, 52nd, 53rd and 59* and
Canadian ist, 2nd, 3rd and 5th) five armoured divisions (British
7th, nth and Guards, 4th Canadian, and ist Polish) as well as two
airborne divisions (British ist and 6th) fought in this last and
greatest of our campaigns in the second World War.
VIII.   THE CONQUEST OF CENTRAL AND NORTHERN ITALY
It now remains to complete the story of the decisive Allied victory
in Italy.
After the fall of Rome in June, 1944, the badly shattered German
Fourteenth Arrny retreated on the west side of the Apennines
range and the less badly damaged, German Tenth Army on the
east of it, with no attempt to check our pursuit until they reached
the Lake Trasimeno area west of Perugia, Here Kesselring ordered
a stand to allow more time for the completion of the Gothic defence
line, covering the north of the Arno and the approaches to the
valley of the Po. A week's fighting was required to force the
enemy to continue his retreat, after which he stood to cover Leghorn
and Ancona, and once more in front of Pisa and Florence. It was
not till the end of August that both General Alexander's armies,
the British Eighth Army which had'been transferred back to the
Adriatic sector, and the American Fifth Army in the mountains
north of the Arno, were ready to launch a combined attack on the
Gothic Line.
Our main blow fell in the eastern sector, where the Eighth
Army, which now included British, Canadian, Polish, Greek,
Italian and Brazilian contingents, worked its way steadily through
the deep defences of the line in a week of bitter fighting. It had
then, however, to overcome a succession of formidable river
barriers blocking its further advance on Ravenna and the Po estuary,
and the ensuing actions around Urbino and Rimini were as fierce
and costly as any in the campaign. The capture of Rimini on
September 21 was followed by the crossing of the Rubicon and the
Fiumicino, despite several interruptions in our progress due to the
heavy autumn rains ; but it was not till the end of October that the
enemy could be driven from the next river line, the Savip.
Meanwhile on the western wing, the American Fifth Army,
which included the British Xllth Corps, had been struggling
forward up the southern slopes of the Apennines, and before the
end of September, it had carried the main crest overlooking the